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Lote passes on his skills

A free Government DVD will demystify the
challenge of providing quality care for new
babies. Graham Readfearn reports
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But it’s comforting to learn that, at least
when raising their children, Hollywood
stars and champion sportspeople have the
same sort of problems as everyone else.

Rebekka says babies are a great
leveller, and recalls recently that they had
to take Samson to hospital after he “got a
wax crayon stuck up his nose”.

“He did it at day care — it was right up
there high in his nose,” Rebekka says.

“While we were sitting in triage at the
hospital, in walks Russell Crowe with one
of his children, who had a fever. He
looked stressed, we were stressed and you
could hear Russell’s child crying.

“You realise it doesn't really matter
who you are, you will do anything for
your kids. Lote might be able to run
straight into an All Black at full speed, but
if something happens to Samson it will
put the fear of God into him.”

The executive producer of the DVD is
Divonne Holmes a Court, a mother of
two sets of twins and the wife of

successful businessman and co-owner of

the South Sydney Rabbitohs, Peter

Holmes a Court. She spent five years
devoted to the DVD and the associated
national parenting website, www.raising
children.net.au.

She reveals she was “dreading” the
thought of having to use celebrities, but
felt it was one way they could attract
people to watch it.

“We wanted to make it a universal
experience and show that with children, it
doesn’t matter who you are.”

She remembers bringing home her first
twins, George and Robert, now eight, and
being “allowed to leave hospital with no
idea what I was doing”.

“My father was a doctor and my
mother was a nurse, but I really didnt
know anything,” Holmes a Court says.

“I realised what parents needed and
wanted was a single source of information
that can solve the anxiety about what to
test, what to do and about what's
important and what isn’t important.

“The DVD is not the answer to
everything, but it’s enough to give people
that sense of confidence that is really
important.”




